Strong’s Crane off loadinga
building at a pipeline pump station ..

Even with SPIKing fuel
costs and ECONOMIC
uncertainties, the
Northern region
reports triumph. John

Wyatt reports

ind  farms, energy  plants,
spccializcd transportation — p].{:l‘ll}'
of business for the transport and

crane companies in northern states region.
Business owners in Montana, Nebraska,
the Dakotas and Minnesota report strong
activity, and there appears to be less anxiery
in this region abour economic uncertainty
and competition than ACT reported last
month in its Regional Report on the
Midwest.

Yet many regions share similarities in thar
sales are still strong and businesses are still
growing. Another similarity is that the cost
of fuel has forced companies to raise rates,
adding fuel surtax fees to stay comperitive.
Overall, same problems but still business
activity is being described as “good to
great.”

Doug Strong, president of Strong’s Crane
Service, says business has been very good
the last three years. The company, which
has seven cranes ranging from 28 to 200
ton capacity, does a lot of commercial and
industrial work such as oil refinery upgrades
and power plant construction, and a hodge-
podge of everything in commercial.

“I think this summer it will be good,”

ort: north ¢

Strong’s Crane
setting bridge
heams on a
Montana highway

says Strong. “I don't see it slowing down a
bit.” Based in Billings, MT, Strong’s Crane
Service provides full crane services with
NCCO licensed operators. Strong describes
the level of service as more “taxi” than long-
term projects. The most the company spends
on a job is two to three weeks.

Steady going

Strong says business looks to remain steady
over the next couple years. Banking on
this forecast, Strong’s Crane Service has
invested in new cranes. It will take delivery
of a Link-Belt ATC-3250 all-terrain this fall.
Furthermore, at ConExpo Strong placed an
order for Link-Belts ATC-3140 140-ton
truck crane.

The slowed housing market hasn't
impacted the company, for better or worse,
Strong says. The city of Billings, according
to Strong, hasn’t seen the turn for the worse
in the housing market and there is plenty of
new residential construction in the area.

Heavy haul transport company Whitewood
Transport Inc., also based in Billings,
delivers cranes to job sites predominantly
in the Northwest. The company works

with owner-operators and leased under 2
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